HIPAA Compliance Guide for Global Cardiology Care

1. What is HIPAA and Why It Matters

HIPAA (Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act) is a U.S. federal law enacted to protect the
privacy and security of patients' health information. It applies to healthcare providers like Dr. Pifia and

ensures that personal health data is kept confidential, secure, and only shared with proper consent.

Compliance with HIPAA is crucial to:
- Protect patient trust

- Avoid legal penalties

- Maintain data integrity

- Secure communication with patients

For a website like Global Cardiology Care, HIPAA compliance ensures that any interaction-whether it's

through a form, message, or resource-is secure and respects patient privacy.

2. Secure Contact & Appointment Forms

Every contact or appointment form on the site must:
- Be served over HTTPS (SSL/TLS certificate required)
- Clearly explain what data is being collected

- Include a checkbox or statement for patient consent

Sample Disclaimer (to be added below the form):
"By submitting this form, | agree to the use and storage of my personal and medical information in

accordance with HIPAA regulations and the privacy policy of Global Cardiology Care."
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3. Privacy Policy Page

Create a separate page titled 'Privacy Policy'. It must include:

- What information is collected (name, symptoms, contact info, etc.)
- How it is used and stored

- Who has access to it

- Security measures (encryption, limited staff access)

- Patient rights: view, modify, delete their data

- Contact information for HIPAA concerns

Link this page in the footer of the site and on any page that collects patient information.

4. Legal Disclaimer

Add a footer or separate page with the following disclaimer:

"The information provided on this website is for general informational purposes only and is not intended as a
substitute for professional medical advice, diagnosis, or treatment. Always seek the advice of your physician

or other qualified health provider with any questions you may have regarding a medical condition.”

Also include a line such as:
"Communications via this website may not be fully secure unless stated. By proceeding, you acknowledge

understanding and acceptance of this risk."

5. Data Handling & Hosting Notes

Make sure your website developer understands:
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- All data must be stored securely and encrypted

- Hosting providers must sign a Business Associate Agreement (BAA)

- Access to sensitive data should be limited to authorized personnel only
- Include audit trails or logs if storing form submissions

- Regular backups and data protection protocols must be in place

6. Summary Checklist for Website Developer

- [ ] Website uses HTTPS (SSL/TLS enabled)

- [ ] Contact forms include a privacy disclaimer

- [ ] Privacy Policy page is linked and written clearly

- [ ] Legal disclaimer is present in footer or dedicated page

- [ ] Hosting and storage are HIPAA-compliant with BAA signed

- [] Team handling data is trained and access-controlled

These steps are essential to ensure Dr. Pifia's site is HIPAA-compliant and trustworthy.



